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Overview of Process

Key Dates

1. Year 10 informed of enrollment requirements and processes for Year 11,
2023 at MDCC. Subject Selection Booklets, with subject information and
criteria for subjects published. Year 10 students are encouraged to book
appointments with our College Coaches (link) to assist them with the process
of subject selection.

Wk 9 Term 2
Tue 21 June

2. Subject Information Sessions will be held by Key Learning Area (KLA) Leaders
during Work Studies lessons and other selected lessons. During this time
students will be informed about Year 11 subjects and provided an
opportunity to seek advice and clarification about their potential choices.

Late Term 2
and
Early Term 3

3. Mr Richard O’Connell, Transition and Pathways Specialist, will be available for
30 minute appointments with students and parents regarding post school
options and their implications for subject selection into Year 11. Students
and parents are able to make these appointments in CANVAS by clicking on
the Transition and Pathways Tile on the CANVAS Dashboard or by clicking on
this link. Anyone having difficulty making appointments can contact Mrs
Jenine Driscoll in the Office on 02 6923 8300, who will assist with bookings.

Term 2 Week 10
&
Term 3
Weeks 1 &2

4. Student access to the online subject selection portal (Edval Choice) is
explained and made available, students will be emailed login details.

Wk 1 Term 3

5. Subject Information Evening, College Hall the main address commences at
6.00pm, followed by a Key Learning Areas Expo, where staff are available to
answer questions.

Tuesday 19 July
6pm
(Term 3, Week 1)

6. Voluntary Interviews in person or by Zoom will be held on Friday 5 August in
The Marian Centre (or via the ZOOM platform). Book these on COMPASS by
selecting:

Term 3, Week 3
Friday 5 August

● Year 10 into Year 11, 2023 Interviews These 20 min interview slots
are available for any student/parents/carers who would like advice or
clarification about subject selections.

8am-2.30pm

Year 10 students do not attend school on this day.
7. Subject selections due via Edval online portal.

Term 3, Week 4
3.30pm Monday 8
August

Term 4
●
●
●
●
●

Final determination of Courses
Construction of ‘lines’ (Course Combinations)
Individual students who have combinations that are not possible are consulted
Students re-choose from what is possible
Students notified which subjects are being offered in Year 11, next year and confirmation of subject
choices
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Introduction
This introduction provides a broad overview of the Higher School Certificate (HSC) and the many
options available to students. More information can be found in the NSW Education Standards
Authority, (NESA) website: NSW Education Standards Authority
The Higher School Certificate is the highest educational award you can gain in NSW schools.
It is an internationally recognised credential that provides a strong foundation for the future,
whether you wish to pursue tertiary qualifications, vocational training or employment.
The standards-based Higher School Certificate offers syllabuses that set clear expectations of
what a student must learn and measures their performance against set standards. Their mark in
each course is reported against descriptive performance bands that show what a student knows,
understands and can do.
There are about 150 Board Developed Courses available and a large range of Board Endorsed
Courses. Board Developed and Board Endorsed Courses within the HSC curriculum are available
in general education subjects, as well as in nationally recognised Vocational Education and
Training (VET) courses for many industries.
Most courses offered for the HSC have a 2 Unit Year 11 and a 2 Unit HSC component. Students
will complete the Year 11 Course before attempting the HSC Course.
Satisfactory completion of a Year 11 Course is required for a student to be enrolled in the Year 12
Course.

Making Choices
Making choices for Years 11 and 12 requires considerable time and planning. Even if students
now have some idea about what they would like to do after Year 12, it is possible that a student
may change their mind at a future date. A wise choice of subjects will keep their options open in
different fields.
If a student would prefer to join the workforce it may be that a Vocational HSC is suited to them.
This option provides a good balance of practical and academic subjects for the final year or two
at the College.
Students are advised to carefully consider the following when making subject choices:
● ability – choose subjects in which you are capable of doing well
● interests – choose subjects which interest you
● motivation – choose subject areas you wish to study
career aspirations – you should be realistic about your career choices and take Year 10 results
into account

NESA Credentials issued - on completion of Yr 12
Pattern of Study - for HSC
To obtain a Higher School Certificate students must study at least 12 units in Yr 11 and 10 units
in Year 12. At least 6 of these units must be Board Developed Courses to receive a HSC. A
Board Developed Course is one that has an externally set examination that is sat by the student
at the end of the course of study.
Completing Yr 12 with less than 6 units of Board developed courses
Students can elect to do less than 6 units of Board developed courses and be deemed to have
completed Yr 12. Students with less than 6 units of Board Developed Courses will receive a
Record of School Achievement, (ROSA) Certificate, not a HSC.
Examples of these two types of credentials issued by NESA are shown below:

Credentials issued with at least 6 units of BDC’s
Courses studied and
results

The Higher School
Certificate

Credential issued if less than 6
units of BDC’s
ROSA
(courses studied and results)

The Higher School Certificate
Requirements for the Award of the Higher School Certificate
To be eligible for the award of the HSC, students need to:
● study a permitted combination of courses.
● complete the requirements for each course, including any necessary practical, project
work, or work placement.
● complete tasks designed by the College for the internal assessment program in each HSC
course.
● sit for, and make a genuine attempt at, the required HSC examinations.
● meet the HSC minimum standards in literacy and numeracy, more information can be
found on the (NESA) website: HSC Minimum Standard

Study Requirements
● English is the only compulsory Higher School Certificate subject.
● To be eligible for the award of the Higher School Certificate students must satisfactorily
complete at least 12 Units in the Year 11 course and at least 10 Units in the HSC course.
● Both the Year 11 and HSC courses must include:
❖
❖
❖
❖

at least 6 Units of Board Developed Courses
at least 2 Units of a Board Developed Course in English
at least 3 courses of 2 Unit value or greater
at least 4 subjects

The Year 11 component of a course must be completed before commencing the HSC component.
Students may not count more than 6 units of Science courses towards the minimum 12 Year 11
Units. (In the HSC, students may study up to 7 units of Science)
Satisfactory completion of a course requires a student to do the following:
● be actively studying the course developed or endorsed by NESA
● ensure sustained application to all course requirements
● aim to achieve all or some course outcomes.
If a student does not satisfactorily complete a course, the College is required to issue ‘N’
determination warnings and give students the opportunity to satisfactorily complete a course. If
a student receives an ‘N’ determination in a subject, the student will be deemed as not
completing the subject and it will not be recorded on their Record of Achievement.

Mater Dei Requirements
At Mater Dei Catholic College all students must complete a Religious Education Course.
❖ Studies of Religion I,
❖ Studies of Religion II or
❖ Studies in Catholic Thought.

Assessment for Higher School Certificate Courses
Students are required to complete school-based assessment tasks for most Board Developed HSC
Courses (VET and Life Skills have different requirements). This applies to all school and TAFE
courses, regardless of the units attempted.
School-based assessment counts for 50% of the overall mark in each HSC Course, and is reported
on the Higher School Certificate Record of Achievement.
School-based assessment tasks are designed to measure performance in a wider range of
outcomes than may be tested in an examination. Assessment tasks may include tests, written or
oral assignments, practical activities, fieldwork and projects. The assessment requirements for
each Board Developed Course are set out in each syllabus.
For VET courses students are assessed on their competency in performing work-related tasks.
More detailed information on HSC assessment can be found on the (NESA) website:

Assessment in Stage 6
How is the HSC Reported?
● The HSC report provides a detailed description of the knowledge, skills and understanding
the student has attained in each subject.
● The HSC mark for each 2 Unit course will be reported on a scale of 0 to 100. A mark of 50
will represent the minimum standard expected. If the student achieves the minimum
standard expected in a course, they will receive a mark of 50.
● There will be 5 performance bands above a mark of 50 that correspond to different levels
of achievement in knowledge, skills and understanding.
● On satisfactory completion of the HSC, students will receive a portfolio containing:
a) HSC Testamur: the official certificate confirming the student’s achievement of all
requirements for the award.
b) The Record of Achievement: This document lists the courses the student has
studied and reports the marks and bands the student has received.
c) Course Reports: For every HSC Board Developed Course the student will receive a
Course Report showing their marks, the Performance Scale and the Band
descriptions for that course. A graph showing the state wide distribution of marks
in the course is also shown.
More information on NESA reporting can be found on the (NESA) website:

Students Online

Course Unit Values - What are Units?
All courses offered for the Higher School Certificate have a unit value. Subjects may have a value
of 1 unit or 2 units. Most courses are 2 Units.
Each Unit involves class time of approximately 2 hours per week (60 hours per year). In the HSC
each unit has a value of 50 marks. Hence a 2 Unit course has a value of 100 marks.

2 Units

=

4 hours per week (120 hours per year)

=

100 marks

2 Unit Course
This is the basic structure for most courses. It has a value of 100 marks.
1 Unit Course
● 1 Unit equals approximately 2 hours of class time each week or 60 hours per year.

Extension Courses
● Extension study is available in a number of subjects.
● Extension Courses are 1 Unit courses which build on the content of the 2 Unit course.
Extension Courses require students to work beyond the standard of the 2 Unit course.
● Extension Courses are available in English, Mathematics, History and Science.
● English and Mathematics Extension Courses are available at Year 11 and HSC levels.
Students must study the Year 11 Extension Course in these subjects before proceeding to
the two HSC Extension Courses (Extension 1 and Extension 2). The Extension 2 Course
requires students to work beyond the standard of the Extension 1 Course.
● HSC Extension Courses in subjects other than English and Mathematics are offered and
examined in Year 12 only.

Types of Courses
What types of general education courses can I select?
There are different types of courses that you can select in Years 11 and 12.

Board Developed Courses
● These courses are developed by NESA and are mostly worth 2 Units, although some are
Extension Courses worth 1 Unit.
● They are academic in nature (Category A subjects) and are examined externally at the end
of the HSC course.
● These courses can count towards the calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
(ATAR)
● Category B Board Developed Courses are subjects that are less academic in nature. A
student who wishes to receive an ATAR may study only one Category B subject.

Board Endorsed Courses (BEC’s) and Content Endorsed Courses (CEC’s)
There are two main types of Board developed courses - Board Endorsed Courses and
Content Endorsed Courses.

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBAT)
Students are able to complete a School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship in
combination with their HSC study pattern. This pattern allows students to combine work,
training and school.
Students would generally complete 7.5 hours in the workplace per week as well as
completing a nationally recognised qualification. This qualification generally counts as a
2 unit course.
SBAT's can commence in Term 4 of Year 10. The cut off date to sign up a SBAT is the
end of Term 1 2021
Please contact the TAPS, (Mr O'Connell) if you are interested in this pathway.

Vocational Education and Training (VET) Courses
Students have the option of studying VET courses at school or through TAFE NSW or other
training providers. NESA package and endorse courses based on qualifications from National
Training Packages or accredited courses.
At Mater Dei we currently offer 4 VET Courses:
● Business Services
● Construction
● Hospitality
● Manufacturing and Engineering - Introduction (Board Endorsed Course)
There are a large range of *VET courses offered by a variety of Registered Training Organisations.
Below are links to the Industry Curriculum Frameworks:


Automotive



Construction



Electrotechnology



Entertainment Industry



Financial Services



Hospitality



Human Services



Information and Digital Technology



Primary Industries



Retail Services



Tourism, Travel and Events


*The availability of courses is dependent on external providers, most commonly TAFE.
Within each framework there are a number of courses. These courses:
● Allow students to gain both Higher School Certificate qualifications and accreditation with
industry and the workplace as part of the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF).
● Students must undertake a work placement to complete these courses successfully.
● Are competency based, students receive documentation listing the competencies gained
Each 240 hour course in each framework has a written HSC exam, (except for Board Endorsed
courses). The exam is not a course requirement, students who do not sit the exam still qualify for
a HSC. Students who elect to sit the exam would do so with the intention of it possibly
contributing towards their ATAR.
Please contact the VET KLA Leader (Mr Geurtsen) for more information about VET courses.

Academic Ability and Course Selection
Students may be asked to reconsider their initial choices if it is considered the academic
demands of the course do not match a student’s academic ability. The following is a guide for
courses with specific academic standards.

Religious Education
Studies of Religion I and II are literacy-based subjects. Good reading, research and writing skills
are necessary. Selection of Studies of Religion I or Studies of Religion II should be
commensurate with academic ability and interest. We recommend SOR1 and SOR 2 are chosen
by students who wish to receive an ATAR.

Studies of Religion 1 Unit
The 1 Unit Studies of Religion Course is for students with average to above average literacy. This
course is not recommended to students who have decided on a Non-ATAR pathway. A guide to
the level of literacy required is to have achieved a grade A, B or C in Year 10 English.
Students complete two hours of class time per week. This 1 unit course is delivered over 2 years.

Studies of Religion 2 Unit
The 2 Unit Studies of Religion Course is for students with above average literacy. A guide to the
level of literacy required is to have achieved a grade A or B or C in Year 10 English.

Studies in Catholic Thought is a 1 Unit non-ATAR course option in the Religious Education KLA.
The course is not academically rigorous and is recommended for those students not applying for
an ATAR or who have a strong VET and/or School Based Apprenticeship focus in their HSC.

English
2 Unit Courses
English Studies is a Category B subject which meets NESA requirements for the completion of
2 units of English in order to receive a Higher School Certificate. It has a flexible course structure
which can be adjusted to the needs and interests of the given cohort.

Standard English is a rigorous course suitable for students wanting an ATAR. The course
continues the study of English from Stage 5 and has a focus on contemporary Australian texts.
Students study a novel, film, poetry and other short texts in both Year 11 and the HSC course.

Advanced English requires engagement with more complex texts, including Shakespeare and
other classic works of literature. In choosing this course, students are committing to a consistent
regime of reading and writing complex literary texts

1 Unit Courses
Extension 1 English is designed for students who wish to extend themselves in their studies of
English, and it is taken in addition to 2 Unit Advanced English. These students should be
passionate about the subject, enjoy reading and writing in a range of genres. They will need to
engage critically with the material they encounter, have enquiring minds and be analytical and
imaginative. It is an excellent course for those wanting to study language or literature at
university. Students studying Extension 1 English may also apply to study Extension 2 English in
Year 12.

Mathematics
Numeracy 2 Unit (CEC)
The Numeracy Stage 6 Content Endorsed Course is a course focused on the development and
consolidation of core numeracy skills. These skills will be developed through authentic and
relevant learning scenarios such as budgeting, shopping, record and account keeping, and a
range of real-life activities requiring numeracy. The course is aligned to the Australian Core Skills
Framework (ACSF) Level 3, a nationally agreed level of functional numeracy.

Mathematics Standard
This course contributes 2 units towards an ATAR. Students choosing Mathematics Standard must
have successfully completed the 5.3 or 5.2 Mathematics Course in Year 10. Students should have
sound mathematical skills and enjoy Mathematics.

Mathematics Advanced
This course contributes 2 units towards an ATAR. This course is challenging, and as a guide,
students should have successfully completed the 5.3 Mathematics course in Year 10 and be
ranked in the top 20. Students should have extensive arithmetic and algebraic skills and enjoy
problem solving. Students should also have sound time management skills to deal with the high
demands of this course.

Mathematics Extension 1
This course contributes 1 unit towards the ATAR and is studied in addition to the Mathematics
Advanced course. Due to the high demands of this course, as a guide, students should have
successfully completed the 5.3 Mathematics course in Year 10 and be ranked in the top 10.
Students should have extensive Mathematical skills and exceptional time management skills to
deal with the high demands of these two courses.

Science
Students can study up to 7 Units of Science in the Higher School Certificate: Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Investigating Science, Extension Science can be commenced in Yr 12.

Biology
Designed for students interested in studying a science-related course after school. Syllabus is
extensive, students must be organised and require good communication skills. The level of
scientific understanding required is to have achieved a grade A, B or high C in Year 10 Science,
with English grade =/> C.

Chemistry
Designed for students interested in studying a science-related course after school. Students
require good communication skills, problem solving abilities and strong mathematical skills,
(having done 10.3 Advanced Maths, or performed well in 10.2 Maths). The level of scientific
understanding required is to have achieved a grade A or high B in Year 10 Science.

Physics
Designed for students interested in studying a science-related course after school. Students
require good communication skills, problem solving abilities and strong mathematical skills,
(having done 10.3 Advanced Maths, or performed well in 10.2 Maths). The level of scientific
understanding required is to have achieved a grade A or high B in Year 10 Science, with English
grade =/> C.

Investigating Science
This Science is highly skills based and compliments the other 2 unit Science courses on offer. It
can be studied with another science subject or as a standalone option. Investigating Science can
be picked up in Year 12 by a student who drops an existing science course. The level of scientific
understanding required is to have achieved a grade A, B or high C in Year 10 Science.

HSIE
Ancient History
● Students should possess strong reading, comprehension and writing skills.
● Year 10 History/Geography A, B or high C Grade.
Modern History
● Students should possess strong reading, comprehension and writing skills.
● Year 10 History/Geography A, B or high C Grade.

Business Studies
● Students should possess strong reading, comprehension and writing skills.
● Year 10 History/Geography A, B and C grade students.
● The course has a unit on Financial analysis which involves an ability to perform
mathematical calculations. At least Year 10.2 (Intermediate Maths) is required.
Economics
● Students should have a keen interest in current affairs.
● Not recommended for a student who finds Maths difficult.
● Students require strong research and communication skills, logical thinking skills and the
ability to interpret graphs, tables etc.
● Year 10 History/Geography A and B grade students.
Geography
● Students should possess strong reading, comprehension and writing skills.
● Year 10 History/Geography A, B and C grade students.
Legal Studies
● Students should have a keen interest in current affairs.
● Students require strong research and communication skills, comprehension and writing
skills.
● Year 10 History/Geography A and B or high C Grade.
Society and Culture
● Students should possess strong reading, comprehension and writing skills.
● Students need to be motivated self starters who have good organisational skills and are
able to meet deadlines related to the completion of the PIP.
● Year 10 History/Geography Grade A, B or C students.
● This course has a major individual research project that is submitted in Yr 12 for marking
by NESA.

Technology and Applied Studies KLA
Agriculture
● The course primarily focuses on the principles of plant and animal production enterprises.
● Good research and communication skills are an advantage as the course contains aspects
of Science and is primarily a theory based course.
● The practical work is a minor component of the course.

Design and Technology
● The course primarily focuses on the principles of the design process.
● Students should possess good research skills and be organised, self-motivated and able to
work to deadlines.
● Involves the submission of a major work in Year 12, which is marked externally by NESA.

PDHPE
Community and Family Studies (CAFS)

● Students develop the ability to manage resources and take action to support the needs of
individuals, groups, families and communities in Australian society.
● Students should possess strong reading, comprehension and writing skills.
● Students need to be motivated self- starters who have good organisational skills and are
able to meet deadlines related to the completion of the Independent Research Project.

Personal Development, Health and Physical Education

● Students will learn about ways of maintaining active, healthy lifestyles and improving their
health status. This course is also concerned with social and scientific understandings
about movement and physiology that develops an appreciation of movement in their own
lives.
● This is a theoretical course which does not assume sporting prowess.
● Students will participate in some practical application tools to reinforce the theoretical
concepts in the course.
● Students should possess strong reading, comprehension and writing skills.

Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation (2 Unit)
● This is largely a practical sporting application based subject with some theoretical
components.
● Students with an interest in fitness, health, outdoor recreation and the benefits of an
active lifestyle would be suited to this course.
● Students need to be self motivated, organised and be prepared to investigate and
participate in a wide range of different types of physical activity.

Exploring Early Childhood (2 Unit)
● This is a theory based subject with some practical components. Interaction with young
children is a requirement.
● Students with an interest in children, health, education, among others, would be suited to
this course.

CAPA - Languages
Drama
● Studying Drama in Years 9 and/or 10 will assist students taking this course, but it is NOT a
prerequisite.
● Drama requires commitment and passion. Students need to enjoy working collaboratively.
● Involves the submission of a major work in Year 12, either performance or design, which is
externally marked by NESA.

Music 1
● Studying Music in Years 9 and/or 10 will assist students taking this course, but it is NOT a
prerequisite.
● Students should have a strong interest and background in Music; and be able to play an
instrument or sing to a competent standard.
● Public performances are a part of the assessment of music skills and competence.
● Involves the submission of a major work in Year 12 in either performance and/or viva
voce, which is externally marked by NESA.

Visual Arts
● Studying Visual Arts and/or Photography and Digital Media in Years 9 and/or 10 will assist
students taking this course, but it is NOT a prerequisite.
● Involves the submission of a major work in Year 12 in traditional, technological or
contemporary disciplines.
● The Visual Art course involves both analytical and creative approaches in the study of art
making, art criticism and art history.
● Students require sound reading, comprehension and writing skills. The ability to critically
analyse in a written form is a component of this course.

Japanese Beginners
● This course is for students who have not studied Japanese in Years 9/10.
● This course has a 5 minute speaking interview as one of the major HSC components.
● Japanese Continuers involves understanding and creating a variety of text types and
includes learning to read and write two hundred Kanji characters.
● Students need to be motivated self-starters who have good organisational skills.

VET Courses - (offered at Mater Dei)
Business Services - (Category B subject)
● The Business Services course is a nationally recognised qualification that provides
students with the skills and knowledge to undertake the role of administrative positions
performing a range of routine tasks using practical skills and demonstrating operational
knowledge. The course includes mandatory work placement. The HSC exam is optional
for non ATAR students.

Construction - (Category B subject)
● This is a hands-on practical subject with competency based assessment. It provides an
entry level qualification to most of the general construction trades. The course includes
mandatory work placement. The HSC exam is optional for non ATAR students. There is no
prerequisite of Industrial Technology - Timber in Years 9 and 10.

Hospitality - (Category B subject)
● The Hospitality Curriculum Framework is designed to provide students with the
underpinning knowledge and skills related to work, employment and further training
within the hospitality industry. The course includes mandatory work placement. The HSC
exam is optional for non ATAR students. There is no prerequisite of Food Technology in
Years 9 and 10.

Manufacturing and Engineering, Introduction (Metal) - (Board Endorsed Course)
● This is a hands-on practical subject with competency based assessment. It provides an
entry level qualification to most of the Metal trades. It can lead a AQF VET qualification
(MEM10119) Certificate I in Engineering. The course includes mandatory work placement.
There is no HSC exam. There is no prerequisite for students to have completed Industrial
Technology - Metals in Years 9 and 10.

Offline Courses
Some Mater Dei Courses may have a component of the allocated time scheduled to be
outside usual school hours. The following courses are likely to be scheduled in this way next
year.
Work Studies - One Unit
● Available to students new to MDCC to allow them to complete 12 Units, the course is
mostly delivered on-line.
Hospitality
May have an extended practical lesson, on one day per fortnight, usually a Lesson 5 + 1 hour,
e.g. 2-4pm, (this is not additional time to normal course hours).

Pattern of Study
Students should select their pattern of study carefully as courses extend over 2 years.

Students can qualify for the Higher School Certificate in many ways. Most students follow a
two-year program of study in Years 11 and 12, leading to the award of the Higher School
Certificate. NESA also provides access for those people who may wish to spread their study over
a period of up to 5 years.
The following websites provide information relevant to university admissions, TAFE options and
career choices:

www.uac.edu.au
www.tafensw.edu.au
www.myfuture.edu.au
https://www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/careers-guide

Additional Costs
The following courses incur annual fees, these are in addition to College fees.
Business Services

$120.00

Construction Pathways

$300.00

Design & Technology

$120.00

Hospitality

$300.00

Manufacturing & Engineering

$300.00

Sport Lifestyle and Recreation 2 Unit

$200.00 *

TVET (TAFE)
TBA
● At the date of printing fees for (In 2021 the fees were $500 per course, payable at
2023 are not yet determined
the commencement of the course to TAFE).
Visual Art

$120.00

* If students have a Snap Fitness Gym Membership, there will be no additional costs.

Students
Interest and Ability Reflection
Year 10 Subjects - Rank each of these subjects for each category
by circling the number which best describes you
Interest

Ability

English

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Mathematics

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Science

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

HSIE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

PDHPE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Elective 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Elective 2

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Year 10 Subjects
Think about the subjects you do now. Write down the 2 subjects you enjoy most, in order on the
list. Think of the 2 subjects you least enjoy, rank them as 7 and 8 on the list.
1. ______________________________________
2. ______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
7. ______________________________________
8.______________________________________

Subjects I am certain I want to
do
1
2
3

New subjects/opportunities that I need more information on, or
am unsure about
Subject

Who can I ask?/How do I find out

External Providers
At Mater Dei Catholic College we offer a wide variety of courses. Students are encouraged to
explore the opportunities/subjects that are available from other providers for subjects we are
unable to offer.
Courses undertaken by students with external providers incur extra costs and some providers
cap the number of students who can enrol in their courses each year.
The following list is a guide only of external providers and does not include all options.
Further information can be obtained from our Transition and Pathways Specialist, Mr Richard
O’Connell.

External Provider

Examples of Courses

TAFE Wagga Wagga
Contact: TAFE NSW Wagga Wagga Campus
TVET Enrolment site

TVET

Online Study / Distance Education providers
Diocese of Lismore
Contact:
The Online Education Centre - Diocese of Lismore

Distance Education (DET)
Contact: Finigan School of Distance Education

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Ancient History
Economics
Engineering Studies
Geography
Studies of Religion II
Software Design & Development
Indonesian Beginners
Japanese Beginners

A wide range of HSC subjects

Mater Dei Catholic College

Subject Offerings – Year 11, 2023
Area

2 unit Courses
(Board Developed)

1 unit Courses
(Extension, BEC, BDC)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
(Compulsory at MDCC)

Studies of Religion II

Studies of Religion I
Studies in Catholic Thought (BEC)*

ENGLISH

English Standard
English Advanced
English Studies – Category B

English Extension 1

MATHEMATICS

Numeracy (CEC)*
Mathematics Standard
Mathematics Advanced

Mathematics Extension 1

SCIENCE

Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Investigating Science

TECHNOLOGY and APPLIED
STUDIES

Agriculture
Design and Technology

HSIE

Ancient History
Modern History
Business Studies
Economics
Geography
Legal Studies
Society and Culture

CREATIVE
ARTS and LOTE

Drama
Music 1
Visual Art
Japanese Beginners

PDHPE

PDHPE
Community and Family Studies (CAFS)
Exploring Early Childhood (BEC)*
Sport Lifestyle & Recreation (CEC)*

VET

Business Services
Construction
Hospitality
Manufacturing and Engineering ( BEC)*

Work Studies

Most courses are Board Developed Courses and count towards the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
(ATAR). Subjects which have an * next to their title are Board Endorsed Courses or Content Endorsed
Courses and contribute as HSC units but do not contribute towards an ATAR.
As a general rule, students cannot change their choice of subjects after the end of Week 6, Term 1.
❖ Category B Subjects can be used to contribute towards an ATAR. Students can study more than
one Category B subject, however only one of these can be used to contribute to an ATAR.

Mater Dei Catholic College
Year 11, 2023 Subject Selection Sheet
Name: ________________________________
Some Parameters for Subject Selection
1. Students must complete 12 units of Year 11 courses to meet NESA requirements.
2. When selecting subjects, students do so with Year 12 in mind. To obtain a HSC, students have to
complete at least 10 HSC units.
3. Mater Dei Catholic College requires students to complete a “Religious Study” of 1 or 2 units.
4. NESA requires students to study 2 units of English.
5. NESA requires students to study 6 units of Board Developed courses to qualify for a HSC.
6. To qualify for an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) a student needs to have completed 10
units of Board Developed HSC Courses.
7. MDCC students who have completed the 1 unit Work Studies course in Year 10 may choose to
select either 11 or 12 units in Year 11.
8. Is the student planning to apply for University? YES
ORDER

AREA

1

Religion
(Compulsory)
(Choose one only)

□

NO

COURSE

□

Prelim Units

Studies of Religion 1

☐

1

Studies of Religion II

☐

2

Studies in Catholic Thought

☐

1

Are you currently completing One unit Work Studies
in Year 10? If Yes, place 1 in the next column

2

English
(Compulsory)

2

3

Board Developed Course
(required for HSC)

2

4

Board Developed Course
(required for HSC)

2

5

Any Course

6

Any Course

7

Any Course
TOTAL UNITS

Year 11 units must equal 12

Reserve Option

*Enter Courses you wish to do in Priority Order
Please Note: The “Reserve Option” needs to be completed in case one of your preferred courses
cannot be offered.

Timetable Line Grids
Example of Subject Lines: Year 11
2 Unit Lines
1 Unit Lines
Line 1

Line 2

Line 3

Line 4

Line 5

CAFS

Business St

Biology

Agriculture

Adv English

Line 6 (a)

Line 6 (b)

Geog

CAFS

Business St

Anc History

Std English

SOR1

Ext 1 Eng

Adv Maths

Chemistry

Jap Cont.

Biology

Std English

SOR1

Ext 1 Maths

Std Maths

Drama

Legal St

Construction

Std English

SOR1

SOR1

PDHPE

Design & Tech

Std Maths

Design & Tech

Std English

SOR1

Numeracy
(CEC)

EEC2

Metal & Eng

Hospitality

Eng Studies

Std Maths

Music

Std Maths

Studies in
Catholic
Thought

Mod History

PDHPE

Physics

Work studies

SLR2

Soc & C

Studies in
Catholic
Thought

Proposed Timetable Line Grid Structure - 2023

1 Unit Subjects
Line 1

Line 2

Line 3

Line 4

Line 5

Line 6a

ENGLISH

Ext 1 English

Line 6b

Ext 1 Maths

Work Studies
(on-line)

Work Studies
(on-line)

# Note that the One Unit subjects are usually “fixed into a line“ at the commencement of the process.
The placement/combinations of the other 2 Unit subjects is based on the best solution of all students'
initial choices.

Typical Yr 11 Student timetable (with 11 Units)
Week A

H
G
1
2
R
3
4
L
5

MonA

TueA

WedA

ThuA

FriA

HG Homegroup
Mathematics
Advanced
Biology

HG Homegroup

HG Homegroup

Studies of Religion 1
Geography

Chemistry
Geography

HG Homegroup
Mathematics
Advanced
Geography

HG Homegroup
English Advanced 01:
RM22
Chemistry

English Advanced
Chemistry

Geography

Study
Study

Biology
English Advanced

Biology
English Advanced

Mathematics
Advanced
Study

Chemistry

Mathematics
Advanced

Studies of Religion 1

Biology 02: SCI6

Week B

H
G
1

MonB

TueB

WedB

ThuB

FriB

HG Homegroup
Geography

HG Homegroup
Study

HG Homegroup
English Advanced

HG Homegroup
English Advanced

HG Homegroup
Chemistry

Geography

Geography

Chemistry

Geography

2 Studies of Religion 1
R

Study

English Advanced

Chemistry
Mathematics
Advanced

Mathematics
Advanced

Biology

Biology

Mathematics
Advanced
Mathematics
Advanced

Chemistry

English Advanced

Studies of Religion 1

Biology

Biology

3

Study

4
L
1
5

University Entrance
What is an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank?
The ATAR is a number between 0 and 99.5 with increments of 0.05. It provides a measure of your
overall academic achievement in the NSW HSC in relation to that of other students, and it helps
universities rank applicants for selection. It is calculated on behalf of the universities and
released by The Universities Admissions Centre (UAC). The ATAR is a rank, not a mark.
For more information regarding the ATAR, go to the UAC website: www.uac.edu.au

How do you ensure you are eligible?
To be eligible for an ATAR, students must satisfactorily complete at least 10 units of ATAR courses.
The 10 Units must include at least:
●
●
●
●

eight units from Category A courses
two units of English
three Board Developed Courses (BDC)
four subjects

How is the ATAR calculated?
The ATAR is based on an aggregate of scaled marks in 10 units of ATAR courses comprising:
➢ the best 2 units of English
➢ the best 8 units from the remaining units
No more than two units of a Category B subject can be included.

UAC Information and Advice

Steps to uni for Year 10 students
The Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) website helps you to navigate your way through your
decision making with your subject selection.
Visit the website to Explore your options at UAC.
You will also find other useful resources including the Student Compass tool which helps you
choose HSC subjects best suited to you.

How does Student Compass work?
1. Enter your interests, skills, chosen career path or tertiary study plans to create your profile.
2. View a list of HSC subjects that best match your profile.
3. Select your preferred subjects from the list or add new subjects.
4. Check whether your chosen subjects will make you eligible for an ATAR.
5. Share your Subject Compass results with your careers adviser and parents/guardian.
Chop and change your profile or subject selection as many times as you like. Each year, NSW HSC
students complete around 127,000 different patterns of study!

Further Course Information
For up to date Subject information and Course Descriptions please visit the following
NESA website
Click Here for NESA - Course Descriptions
URL address is:
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/Understanding-the-curriculu
m/syllabuses-a-z

Click Here for the current TVET Guide

Mater Dei Catholic College Year 11, 2023
Entering Subject Selections
1. Open the site: my.edval.education/login
2. Enter the Web Code that has been emailed to you
3. This should appear:

4. Enter subject choices in priority order on this screen. This must include one Reserve.

5. * Students intending to apply to enrol in a course with an external provider(e.g. TAFE), must
choose a minimum of 11 MDCC units. Once the course has commenced in Yr 11 you can
drop your lowest priority course.
6. Click Submit

7. If you have met the criteria, this screen should appear.

You may wish to print and/or email it to yourself.

8. Log out (top right hand corner of screen).

